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is wanted, and the formation of habits of dependence upon
the cues furnished by others. Just because such methods simu-
late a true principle and claim to have its sanction they may
do more harm than would outright " telling," where, at least
it remains with the child how much will stick.
Within the sphere of philosophic thought there have been
two typical attempts to provide a working representative of
the absolute goal. Both start from the conception of a whole
— an absolute — which is " immanent " in human life. The
perfect or complete ideal is not a mere ideal; it is operative
here and now. But it is present only implicitly, "poten-
tially," or in an enfolded condition. What is termed develop-
ment is the gradual making explicit and outward of what is
thus wrapped up. Froebel and Hegel, the authors of the two
philosophic schemes referred to, have different ideas of the
path by which the progressive realization or manifestation of
the complete principle is effected. According to Hegel, it is
worked out through a series of historical institutions which
embody the different factors in the Absolute. According to
Froebel, the actuating force is the presentation of symbols,
largely mathematical, corresponding to the essential traits of
the Absolute. When these are presented to the child, the
Whole, or perfection, sleeping within him, is awakened. A
single example may indicate the method. Every one familiar
with the kindergarten is acquainted with the circle in which the
children gather. It is not enough that the circle is a conven-
ient way of grouping the children. It must be used " because
it is a symbol of the collective life of mankind in general."
FroebeTs recognition of the significance of the native ca-
pacities of children, his loving attention to them, and his in-
fluence in inducing others to study them, represent perhaps the
most effective single force in modern educational theory in
effecting widespread acknowledgment of the idea of growth.
But his formulation of the notion of development and his or-
ganization of devices for promoting it were badly hampered

